THE     ABBEY     OF    JOY

The Light and Splendour of the World died in his
dungeon the year when Rabelais was a boy of thirteen,
and our Henry VIII, who seemed another light and
splendour of the world, was just about to wallow in
his father's thrift. The fairy Abbey of Theleme was
not yet erected, but even if they had belonged to the
Order of Thelemites themselves, how could those
faded and worn prisoners have kept the Order's
solemn commandment, "Fays ce que Vouldras"?
Which among the Ten of Moses is so hard to keep ?
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